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Caribbean-American Political Action Committee (C-PAC) 
District of Columbia – 2020 Candidate Questionnaire 

 
Please return the completed form via email to cpac.dmv@gmail.com by 11:59 p.m. on Thursday, March 
5, 2020.  Responses will be shared with C-PAC’s membership. 
 
Office Sought: DC Councilmember, Ward 2 
Candidate’s Name: Jordan Grossman  
Current Occupation: Counsel for Co-Equal, a non-profit dedicated to supporting progressive 
members of Congress regarding oversight and policy development.   
Party: Democratic 
Campaign contact information (Address, Phone, Fax, Email, Website): P.O. Box 65528, 
Washington, DC 20035, 202-594-8310, Jordan@JordanForWard2.com, 
https://jordanforward2.com 
****************************************************************************** 

1. What specific actions will you take to improve the well-being of your constituents and 
improve District services and access for all residents? 

Members of the DC Council too often treat passing a law or holding a press conference as 
the end of the process, rather than the beginning. In my career in public service over the 
past decade, including working in DC’s Medicaid agency, on Capitol Hill, and in two 
different federal agencies, I have learned the vital importance of continued oversight and 
accountability to ensure that laws and protections on the books actually make a difference 
in the day-to-day lives of residents. Rather than the current practice of some members of 
the Council to wait for a tragedy, a news story, or the executive branch – or all three – to 
spur action, I would fight for proactive Council oversight from my first day on the job. For 
example, the Council should, as a matter of course, proactively plan for accountability 
hearings and check-in mechanisms for every significant deadline included in legislation 
that becomes law. If necessary, I would fight to include triggers and claw back provisions 
to ensure compliance not only with these deadlines and requirements, but also open or 
unaddressed recommendations from inspectors general from across DC government and 
the Office of the DC Auditor.   

Furthermore, I believe the Council should enact a mechanism to review the use, or lack of 
use, of all the enforcement, oversight, and accountability tools it has provided to the 
executive branch over the years. For example, although DC has some of the strongest labor 
laws in the country on paper and the Council passed the Wage Theft Prevention 
Amendment Act in 2014, the DC Just Pay Coalition has found “wage theft remains 
pervasive” and the Department of Employment Services “is not using the full extent of the 
law to ensure workers are fully paid” or effectively deterring bad faith employers “from 
being out of compliance with this or other labor laws.” One can imagine similarly 
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lackluster implementation or enforcement may take place with respect to the Universal 
Paid Leave Amendment Act, particularly in light of recent proposed regulations that would 
inappropriately narrow the number of workers who could receive benefits. The Council 
should explicitly provide for systematic and proactive assessments of the use and 
effectiveness of the enforcement tools it has passed into law to ensure that they are actually 
being put to their intended use to improve District services and access for all District 
residents. If they aren’t, the DC Auditor or another reviewing body should provide specific 
recommendations to the Council for how to make sure they do.   

2. During recent legislative sessions, the D.C. Council advanced B23-0201, a bill to establish a 
District of Columbia Office of Caribbean Affairs (OCA), which is a long-standing priority of 
the Caribbean-American Community.  Please explain your position on this legislation and 
whether you will support efforts to staff and fund the proposed office?  

 
I support the Council’s passage of this bill earlier this week, as well as efforts to staff and 
fund the office.  

3. What initiatives did you lead or support that impact Washington, D.C.’s Caribbean-American 
community?  

I have spent my career making government services better and easier to access. Most 
recently, I worked for a new agency in the DC Department of Health Care Finance that’s 
making it easier for residents to enroll in programs like Medicaid, the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), low-income energy assistance, and housing and 
homelessness services. Previously, I was Deputy Legislative Director and lead health care 
staffer for US Senator Amy Klobuchar, where I worked to protect the Affordable Care Act 
– including the Medicaid expansion that provides coverage for over 100,000 DC residents – 
and bring down prescription drug prices, enhance and expand workforce development 
programs, and increase federal funding for schools. During the Obama Administration, I 
was Chief of Staff of an agency dedicated to modernizing the healthcare system for doctors, 
nurses, and their patients to make it easier to get care and prevent common medical errors 
– like patients being prescribed the wrong medications. I also worked on policies at the 
Department of Homeland Security that led to the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) program.  

4. Are you familiar with the status and impact of Caribbean-American owned businesses in 
your community and throughout Washington, D.C.?  How will you support the viability and 
competitiveness of the City’s small, minority, veteran, women, and especially Caribbean-
owned businesses?  In addition, how will you improve procurement and contract 
opportunities for these businesses? 
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I frequently hear from small local businesses that navigating DC Government is confusing 
and difficult – especially for those who cannot afford to hire an expensive corporate 
lobbyist. I have seen this firsthand in my service on ANC 2F’s Alcoholic Beverage 
Regulation Administration Policy Committee. To make the procurement and contracting 
process easier for these businesses and help them become more competitive, I believe that 
we should establish a new program that provides “DC Government Ambassadors” for 
small businesses and new business owners. These officials could help facilitate and expedite 
the process of getting a business up and running or trouble-shooting issues that arise. Our 
government should work for everyone – not just for those who have connections to insiders.  

5. There are increased concerns regarding violence – especially gun violence – in many parts of 
the District.  What are your proposals to address and stem violence with 21st century tools 
and policies? 

As Ward 2’s councilmember, I would support policies to prevent violence – especially gun 
violence – in the first place. I believe we should expand the Office of Neighborhood Safety 
and Engagement and Attorney General Karl Racine’s Cure the Streets program, which use 
“proven, public-health strategies that treat violence like a disease that can be interrupted, 
treated, and stopped from spreading.” This includes recruiting “violence interrupters” who 
have deep roots in their neighborhoods to intervene before disputes escalate into violence – 
and before law enforcement needs to get involved.  

I also strongly support the full and transparent implementation of the Neighborhood 
Engagement Achieves Results (NEAR) Act. As a member of the Council, I will push for 
regular, transparent, and proactive NEAR Act oversight. The Council’s efforts here should 
involve a continuous process of examination, progress reporting, and improvement rather 
than seeking simple yes-or-no answers about the implementation of individual provisions. 
This kind of approach is particularly important for achieving the law’s overarching 
objectives of meaningfully shifting our criminal justice system to focus on violence 
prevention and addressing troubling racial disparities in policing. Such disparities have 
been confirmed as a result of the District finally beginning to comply with the NEAR Act’s 
data requirements. We should use this data to help guide reform efforts to prevent many of 
the unjust arrests and convictions that lead to incarceration. The NEAR Act also promotes 
law enforcement officers developing relationships and building trust in the neighborhoods 
they patrol, which can result in better outcomes for both law enforcement and the 
community. The law also includes important provisions to divert those with mental health 
needs who encounter law enforcement to treatment rather than incarceration. 

Additionally, one of the many reasons I strongly support DC statehood is that the District 
deserves the right to guide our own criminal justice system in a more progressive direction. 
In the interim, I support efforts like those of Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton to 
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regain control of elements of the local criminal justice system incrementally, such as the 
organization of the District’s court system and the selection of judges. The District should 
also pursue federal legislation to shift our parole system back to local control from the U.S. 
Parole Commission. According to the Washington Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights 
and Urban Affairs, the U.S. Parole Commission “helps drive mass incarceration in DC” by 
“not releasing people on parole who arguably should be released from prison” and 
“revoking parole or supervised release (and re-incarcerating returning citizens) for minor 
technical violations.” What’s more, the sentences for these minor technical violations “are 
much harsher than the sentences issued by the former D.C. Board of Parole.” Additionally, 
keeping DC inmates in federal custody often means they are hundreds of miles from home, 
straining family and community ties that are essential to avoiding recidivism. Further, 
federal authorities often fail to coordinate with the DC government when releasing those in 
its custody. None of this federal involvement in our local affairs actually helps reduce 
violence in DC.  

Finally, we must improve the systems and processes for connecting returning citizens to the 
DC services for which they qualify, from enrolling in housing assistance and Medicaid to 
receiving job training and other supports. As I saw when I worked for a DC agency that is 
making it easier for all residents to enroll in these kind of benefits, returning citizens can 
face particularly difficult challenges navigating the bureaucracy. As a member of the DC 
Council, I would focus on ensuring that efforts like the recently established READY 
Center, which is intended to serve as a “one-stop shop” for these services and supports, are 
making a meaningful difference. Reconnecting returning citizens with family and friends, 
seamlessly enrolling them in the services they need to get back on their feet, and facilitating 
smooth re-entry into the community and the workforce will go a long way to creating a 
safer DC for all. 

6. How do you propose increasing access to safe, quality, affordable mental and physical health 
care and services throughout the District of Columbia? 

We must make it easier for DC residents to access our local Healthcare Alliance program, 
which primarily serves immigrants who cannot otherwise obtain health care coverage. DC 
implemented a rule in 2011 requiring participants in the to recertify their eligibility every 
six months rather than once a year like most other programs. When I oversaw a division of 
the District’s Medicaid agency, I saw the harms of this rule firsthand, as participants often 
must miss work and wait for hours to avoid losing their health insurance. I strongly 
support eliminating this unequal treatment. 

I also believe we must keep United Medical Center (UMC) open and adequately funded 
until a replacement is up and running. As long as the timeline and exact process for a new 
hospital remains unclear, we must ensure that UMC can be run safely for patients and 
hospital staff. More broadly, we must take action to remedy the unacceptable facts that 
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women cannot currently deliver babies in a hospital East of the River, DC has one of the 
highest maternal mortality rates in the country, and three-fourths of the mothers who die 
due to pregnancy or childbirth complications in our city are black. Additionally, Wards 7 
and 8 need and deserve access to a top-notch health care facility, with a minimum Level 2 
trauma unit, staffed by the devoted caregivers who have worked in the community for 
years – especially when every minute counts and getting to hospitals in Northwest can take 
30 minutes or more. 

Finally, I believe we should implement the kinds of delivery system reforms I worked on as 
part of the Obama Administration with leading health care providers across the country. 
These efforts to provide better care and make smarter spending decisions could improve 
health care services for traditionally underserved communities and help residents avoid the 
need to interact with our complex and expensive health care system in the first place. 

7. Unfortunately, the challenges and concerns facing immigrants are increasing at an alarming 
rate.  Do you support comprehensive immigration reform?  How do you propose addressing 
the challenges facing DREAMers, the administration’s suspension of temporary protective 
status for many D.C. residents, and the constant threats facing sanctuary cities? 

I strongly support comprehensive immigration reform. I also believe the District must 
resist the threats and be a true sanctuary city. I strongly support legislation to prohibit 
cooperation with federal immigration agencies absent a judicial warrant or order and 
increase funding for attorneys to help undocumented DC residents. More broadly, the 
District should conduct a top-to-bottom review of all data sharing with the federal 
government to address other ways in which immigrant families and neighbors may be 
vulnerable. For example, the Trump Administration’s cruel attempts to punish immigrants 
who use basic government services – such as the proposed “public charge” or “mixed 
status” rules – affect key DC health, housing, and other benefit programs that involve 
extensive collaboration with the federal government. 

8. There is growing attention and distress about the significant increase in lawsuits filed against 
District residents by debt collectors over the last few years.  What is your position on the 
Debt Buying Limitation Amendment Act, which is pending before the D.C. Council’s 
Committee on Business and Economic Development and the Council’s Committee of the 
Whole? 

I strongly support the Debt Buying Limitation Amendment Act. We need to strengthen our 
protections against predatory and deceptive debt collection practices in DC—like pursuing 
“zombie debt” after the statute of limitations has run on a debt or harassing members of a 
consumer’s family. I believe this bill would make common-sense changes that would make 
a big difference for consumers.  
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9. What concrete steps will you take to improve the District of Columbia’s Public School 
system – including facilities and equipment, teacher treatment, relationships with parents, as 
well as education standards and test scores in all wards of the City? 

I am very proud to have the endorsement of the Washington Teachers Union. If elected, I 
will fight for equity for our schools. This includes rigorous oversight to ensure that at-risk 
funding supplements rather than supplants base school funding and that legal protections 
against sharp, unfair funding cuts to neighborhood schools are enforced. I will also support 
efforts to establish a unified, city-wide education plan that provides for cooperation and 
planning across sectors and brings all of the many education bodies in the District together 
to forge agreement on the shared, high-level objectives and outcomes that the Council, 
parents, teachers, and students should focus on over the long term.  

Moreover, I will focus on structural issues to make it easier for students and teachers to 
stay and thrive in their communities, such as addressing gun violence, fighting corruption, 
and making it easier to afford a place to live, find high-quality early education, walk, bike, 
or take public transit to school, and pay off student loan debt. I will also champion DC 
Public Schools’ extraordinary teachers, one of our most important resources, and take 
action to combat teacher turnover. DCPS teachers are regularly required to go above and 
beyond their core duties to address challenges that extend far beyond the classroom. I 
support enhancing opportunities for teachers to make their voices heard in DCPS policies, 
providing more support to special education students and teachers, reducing unnecessary 
or overly burdensome requirements, and funding for social-emotional programming and 
trauma informed practices and screening. We also must support teachers outside the 
classroom through investments in affordable housing, quality health care, and violence 
prevention.    

Finally, I have heard over and over from members of the community that contracting and 
facilities management in DC government is broken. The Council has a clear responsibility 
to ensure that the money it appropriates is being spent effectively and efficiently, 
particularly when it comes to school facilities serving our children. This process also should 
be transparent. School staff and community members must be kept informed of the status 
of work orders and clear processes and procedures should not only be effectively 
communicated but actually followed to minimize the burden and confusion that we see all 
too often with respect to the facilities our schools rely on every day. The Council should 
bolster oversight of these issues to ensure work orders in our schools are completed in a 
satisfactory and timely manner that prioritizes the safety of students and school staff, 
minimizes disruption and confusion, and keeps school staff and the community up-to-date 
every step of the way.        
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10. In Washington, D.C., many seniors seek to age in their homes and/or communities.  What 
efforts will you take to improve service accessibility, support for families, and the quality of 
programs offered to the City’s senior citizens? 

It is essential that seniors have the ability to age in place in their homes and/or 
communities. Not only does result in better health outcomes, it enables seniors to stay close 
to family and friends and saves money on expensive long-term care facilities. In order to 
improve service accessibility, support for families, and the quality of programs offered to 
the District’s senior citizens, I believe the DC Government should seek to maximize federal 
financial support through the Home and Community Based (HCBS) Services Waiver 
program. We must also make it as easy as possible for seniors to enroll and renew their 
eligibility for these kinds of services. As a Program Manager at the DC Department of 
Health Care Finance, I worked on a program to do exactly that. Through the DC Access 
System, seniors and their loved ones will be have access to a user-friendly tool to sign up for 
health care, housing, energy assistance, and other services without having to wait in line at 
service centers for hours at a time.   

11. What priority issues inspired your candidacy for political office? 

Three priority issues inspired my candidacy to represent Ward 2 on the DC Council: 
corruption in DC government, the need for affordable, high-quality child care, and the 
skyrocketing costs of housing. 

I have spent my entire career in public service, and I know that working in government is a 
privilege, not a business opportunity. Ward 2 residents should not have to compete for the 
time and attention of their councilmember with the paying clients who can afford his price. 
After nearly three decades of Jack Evans, it’s long past time for a change. As noted above, 
I’m participating in the Fair Elections program to shift power from the wealthy 
corporations and well-connected insiders that have traditionally supported Evans to 
individual, grassroots members of our community. I also support banning councilmembers 
from outside employment and prohibiting councilmembers from ever lobbying the DC 
Council on behalf of for-profit entities, even after they leave office. We need bold actions 
like these to stop the revolving door culture at the Wilson Building, where former elected 
officials so often become lobbyists – sometimes even before their terms are up. These 
reforms will also help address structural issues that not only undercut public trust, but also 
systematically marginalize low-income residents and communities of color when it comes to 
the operations and decision-making in the government that is supposed to represent them.   
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Additionally, one of the biggest challenges I hear about from Ward 2 families is the cost of 
child care, which averages $23,666 a year in DC – about $10,000 more than in Virginia and 
$8,700 more than in Maryland. Although the median age in Ward 2 is 31, we have not 
prioritized policies that make it possible for young families to stay and thrive here in the 
neighborhoods that they call home. I believe one of the Council’s top budget priorities 
should be investing in affordable, high-quality child care and our early education 
workforce by fully funding the Birth-to-Three for All DC Act. Our current 
underinvestment in early childhood education “intensifies racial and economic inequities in 
DC,” forces many women out of the workforce or prevents many women from obtaining 
higher-paying jobs, and results in our child care workers – who are largely women of color 
– earning thousands of dollars less than what is considered an “extremely low income” 
household in DC. We must treat early education – and the educators who provide it – as 
the essential building block for a fair and equitable society that it is. Our commitment to 
fully funding and implementing the Birth-to-Three for All DC Act should be no different 
than our commitment to the rest of the public education system. Dong so is vital to 
ensuring that Ward 2 – and the District as a whole – can remain an inclusive, welcoming, 
and diverse place for all races and socioeconomic classes.   

Finally, the housing crisis affects everyone in Ward 2, from those renting their first 
apartment, families who need more space for a new baby, longtime residents who can’t 
afford to stay where they’ve lived for decades, to our neighbors experiencing homelessness. 
I believe the Council must take action to press the Department of Housing and Community 
Development to prioritize compliance with the Fair Housing Act and the principles of the 
Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing rule—an Obama-era effort to address residential 
segregation and the inequitable distribution of housing that the Trump Administration has 
repeatedly attempted to undermine; preserve or rehabilitate the District’s existing 
affordable housing stock, including public housing; dedicate particular attention to 
extremely low income households, which comprises nearly a third of DC renter households; 
dramatically boost oversight of local housing laws to ensure that the protections the 
Council has already enacted are actually making an impact in the day-to-day lives of 
residents; reauthorize rent control and close existing loopholes; increase investments in the 
Local Rent Supplement Program and the Housing Production Trust Fund; enact and 
enforce more effective requirements for ensuring that units produced with Trust Fund 
dollars are affordable for low-income residents and families; and make affordable housing, 
prevention of displacement, and the right of existing residents to return to new on-site units 
the Comprehensive Plan’s explicit top priority. 

 


